
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 11 March 2003] 

 p5092c-5093a 
Ms Margaret Quirk 

 [1] 

BRADLEY DOUST 
Petition 

Ms M.M. Quirk presented the following petition bearing the signature of one person - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Bradley Doust and his family.   

Bradley is a 37 year old gentleman who has Down Syndrome.  He lives with his 72 year old mother in 
Balga.   

Bradley is a very loving, kind, well mannered, delightful young man.  He works for Activ Industries in 
Osborne Park, which he really enjoys.  His mother takes him to a variety of activities, such as bowls, 
softball and water aerobics.  Every second Sunday he makes butterflies at the Malaga Markets with a 
group of friends.   

At 72 Bradley’s mother feels unsafe driving at night.  This has restricted the activities Bradley can 
participate in.  He used to enjoy dancing but had to give that up.  Further, now that Activ Foundation 
has moved their Recreation Department from Inglewood to Belmont, Mrs Doust fears that Bradley will 
not be able to go away on holidays with Activ, which he dearly loves, because she can no longer 
manage to drive to Belmont to drop him off or pick him up.   

Mrs Doust says “Bradley and I are like soul mates.  We enjoy each others company.  We love going to 
live theatre when the opportunity arises.  I must admit, however, that as I am getting older his incessant 
chatter is a bit wearing.”   

Bradley is the youngest, by six years, of five children.  Mrs Doust has raised her children alone for the 
past 32 years, since Bradley was five years old.  Bradley’s brothers and sisters all lead busy lives, with 
families of their own.   

A few years ago Mrs Doust had a health scare.  This brought home to her the reality that she must plan 
for Bradley’s future.  She is extremely concerned about what would happen to Bradley if something 
should happen to her.  She would like to see Bradley settled in shared accommodation.  Further, she 
needs to plan for her own older age.   

Mrs Doust has been applying for accommodation support for Bradley for two years.  Eight times her 
application has been rejected.  While she can still manage to care for Bradley, she realises that this may 
change at any moment.   

As she says “I need to know that he is going to be safe and happy.  I need to be able to plan for both our 
futures.” 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to:   

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need.   

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need.   

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with disabilities 
in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in activities during the 
day. 

[See petition No 84.] 
 


